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SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF HAITIAN AMBASSADOR TO BRAZIL 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 2394 

1. LOUIS ROBERT MACKENZIE, EIRST SECRETARY OE THE HAITIAN EMBASSY 
IN BRAZIL, SUSPECTED OF COMPLICITY IN THE MURDER OE HAITIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO BRAZIL DELORME MEHU, HAS BEEN FORBIDDEN TO LEAVE 
THE COUNTRY BY THE GOB FOREIGN MINISTRY. ITAMARATY IS AWAITING 
ARRIVAL OE HAITIAN REPRESENTATIVE, INTO WHOSE CUSTODY IT WILL RELEASE 
MACKENZIE. IN THE MEANTIME, MACKENZIE REMAINS UNDER A FORM OF 
HOUSE ARREST, GUARDED BY THREE AGENTS OF THE BRAZILIAN FEDERAL 
POLICE, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL LOCAL NEWSPAPERS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO EXPLAIN 
SITUATION BY SAYING THAT THE POLICE ARE THERE TO "GUARANTEE 
MACKENZIE'S PERSONAL SAFETY." CONTRARY TO INEORMATION IN REFTEL, 
BRAZILIAN PRESS HAS REPORTED FULLY MACKENZIE'S ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE MURDER, SAYING THAT HE IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING PAID 

50,000 (FIFTY THOUSAND) CRUZEIROS TO THE KILLERS, AND ALSO NOTED 
MACKENZIE'S DENIAL OE GUILT. 

2. LOCAL PRESS HAS ALSO REPORTED MACKENZIE'S SUPPOSED CLOSE PERSONAL 
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FRIENDSHIP WITH JEAN CLAUDE DUVALIER, ALLEGING THAT THESE TIES 
LED TO FRICTION WITH AMBASSADOR MEHU. AN UNNAMED AFRICAN AMBASSADOR 
WAS QUOTED IN AUTHORITATIVE ESTADO DE SAO PAULO AS SAYING THAT 
AMBASSADOR MEHU HAD EXPRESSED PREOCCUPATION WITH HIS PERSONAL 
SAEETY DURING RECENT MONTHS AND HAD MENTIONED HIRING A BODYGUARD. 
AFRICAN AMBASSADOR ALSO CONFIRMED OTHER REPORTS THAT MACKENZIE 
AND MEHU WERE ON BAD TERMS, MAINTAINING BAREST FORMAL CONTACTS, 
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AND THAT AMBASSADOR HAD FORBIDDEN MACKENZIE TO ENTER THE HAITIAN 
EMBASSY. 

3. BODY OF AMBASSADOR LEFT FOR HAITI, VIA MIAMI, ON WEDNESDAY, 
ACCOMPANIED BY BRAZILIAN FIRST SECRETARY LEAL SIMOES BARBOSA. 
ACCORDING TO OEFICIAL AUTOPSY, CAUSE OF DEATH WAS "ACUTE ANEMIA, 

DUE TO INTERNAL HEMORRAGHAGING, PRODUCED BY A LESION IN THE RIGHT 
LUNG, CAUSED BY A PROJECTILE FROM A FIRE-ARM." TWO ACCUSED MURDERERS 
ARE IN BRASILIA FOR QUESTIONING BY BRAZILIAN FEDERAL POLICE; 

OFFICIAL ASSIGNED TO THE CASE STATED THAT HE IS INCLINED TO 
ACCEPT VERSION THAT TWO WERE PAID 
BY MACKENZIE TO MURDER THE AMBASSADOR, 

BUT SAID THAT ALL LEADS WOULD BE INVESTIGATED. OFEICIAL ADDED THAT 
POLICE HOPE THAT HAITIAN GOVERNMENT WILL PERMIT INFORMAL QUESTIONING 
OF MACKENZIE, PERHAPS UNDER AUSPICES OF THE BRAZILIAN EOREIGN 
MINISTRY. 

JOHNSON 
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